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Introduction

Pinyin, more formally Hanyu pinyin, is the most common Standard Mandarin romanization system
in use. Hanyu means the Chinese language, and pinyin means "spell sound", or the spelling of the
sound. It is used to teach Chinese schoolchildren and foreign learners the standard pronunciation
of Mandarin Chinese, to spell Chinese names in foreign publications. It has also become a useful
tool for entering Chinese language text into computers.

Initials and Finals

The pronunciation of Chinese is generally given in terms of initials and finals, which represent the
segmental phonemic portion of the language. Initials are initial consonants, while finals are all
possible combinations of medial (semivowels coming before the vowel), the nucleus vowel, and
coda (final vowel or consonant).
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Lesson 1. Initials _bpmfdtnl

as in bed rob, unaspirated

b I 4% (radio) A {4 (white)
guang bo bai sé
as in pass stop, aspirated

p b 3 (uphill) JZ Bk (ball)
shang po pi giu
as in mum magic mug

m i A (magic) i 1 (mother)
mo shu ma ma
as in fun fast

f % B (discovery) K ML (plane)
fa xian f&i ji
as in dog bed, unaspirated

d i [¥ (Germany) * (big)
dé gud da xiao
as in top, aspirated

t ¥ B (special) A1 (they)

teé sha ta men

& & (father)

ba ba

% L (apple)

ping guod

/52 (buy/sell)

mai mai

7 A (deny)

fou rén

¥ (agent)

dai If

K K (wife)

tai tai
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as in nit nurse

& 417 (you)

ni men

as in love like
& JT (leave)

i kai

Lesson 2. Initials _ gk hjqgx

s 4~ (which)

na ge

wi W\ (speaker)

la ba

as in girl goal, unaspirated

% T (pigeon)

ge zi

as in kiss, aspirated

%l 2% (science)
ké xué

as in hat height
1L 3 (river)

jiang hé

like genius, unaspirated

7 ¥ (jeep)

ji pu

& ¥ (modify)

xid gai

+ % (truck)

ka che

i 7 (sea)
hai yang

hn ¥ (plus)

jia f4

like cheek achieve, with the lips spread

I 1 (ride horse)

gi ma

% i (tomato)

fan qié

like she sheep, with the lips spread

i)

xié xie

N

xia yu

4= 5 (milk)

nid nai

/2 (come/go)

lai qu

T A (worker)

gong rén

¥ 7k (expand)

kud zhang

47 (bank)

yin hang

fij . (simple)

jian dan

st

giang zhuang

AR

xiéng mao
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Lesson 3. Initials _zhchshrzcs

zh

ch

sh

like job joke
#l i& (manufacture) I ¥k (increase)
zhi zao shang zhang

as in chin porch

iR F (late) P ¥ (orange)
chi dao chéng zi

as in shoe, like marsh push

= M (teacher) ¥ F (sand)
lao shi sha zi

as in red rat

H 4 (Japan) # 47 (tropic)
ri bén re dai

like suds and cats, unaspirated

M 1 (freedom) ~ % (download)
zi yéu Xia zai

like ts in bats, aspirated

F M (menu) % 4 (colorful)
shou ce cai se

as in sun mouse

22 4 (silk) [k 7€ (match)

st chéu bi sai

# [® (China)

zhong gud

% Y (pet)

chdéng wu

I+ # (Shanghai)

shang hai

R (if)

ri gud

# i (increase)

Zéng jia

% 8 (word)

zi ci

M < (umbrella)

yu san
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Lesson 4. Finals _ a o e ai ei a0 ou an en ang eng ong
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an
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as in father
& & (father)

ba ba

¥ #r (check)

jian cha

starts with "00" and ends with "o", like hour

I 2 (snail)
wo niu

like bird

#F #F (brother)

ge gé

]~ # (radio)
guang bo
= 'k (happiness)

Xi le

like eye, but a bit lighter

M1 (white)
bai se

as in hey day
1t 77 (north)
béi fang

as in cow law
f& # (protect)
bao hu

as in so

& 1% (high building)
gao léu

as in and
Wt (blue)
lan se

as in taken

F% # (run)
bén pao

like song long
% B (help)

bang zhu

Wy 45 (grand mother)

nai nai

5% [ (USA)

meéi gud

#1 2% (jog)

p&o bu

% A\ (someone)

mou rén

Ut 2% (class)

ban ji

7 # (score)

fén shu

5% 14 (side)

pang bian

F ¥ (tooth)

ya chi

B A (mold)

mo ju

i[5 (Germany)

dé guod

¥ i (digest)

wén zhai

% HL (thunder)

[éi dian

K i (brain)

da ndo

7 A (deny)

fou rén

2 3Z (but)

dan shi

B 92 (true)

zhén shi

S5 F (house)

fang zi
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like e above but with ng added to it at the back
eng fit 71 (ability) %/ (cold/hot) ¥ B (newer)
néng li Iéng /ré geng xin

starts with b'ook and ends with sing

ong fL T (Kongzi) 2L J¥ (dragon) JL # (child)
kéng zi kéng léng ér tong
Lesson 5. Finals __iiaie iao iou ian in iang ing iong

as in leak sleep
I & JIk (clothes) K 2k (rise) i 4f (hello)
y1 fu da mi ni héo
as i + a; like yard
ia 7+ ¥ (tooth) H K (summer) % JE (family)
ya chi xia tian jia ting

as i + é; butis very short; like yet

e i) % (spy) # 7 (shoes) B 2 (steel)
jian dié xié zi gang tié
asi+ ao
lao "k Y (shout) F % (watch) i 7 (investigate)
han jiao shou bido diao cha

as i + ou, like you
lou ™ ¥ (beer) A& Bk (soccer) & & (rest)
pi jit zU qid xid x1

asi+ é+ n; like yen

lan % ¥ (change) ifii ¥ (flour) 7 4 (teenage)
bian géng mian fén ging nian
18 asi + n, like in

Pt & (pinyin) A B (people) & 47 (hello)
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lang

ing

iong

Lesson 6. Finals _ u ua uo uai uei uan uen uang ueng

ua

uo

uali

uei

uan

as i + ang, like young

i Pt (cool)

liang kuai

wh e (girl)

gu niang

as i but with ng added to it at the back

4+ £ (soldier)
shi bing

asi + ong

¥ #& (bear)

gou xidng

as in food

A & (no)

bu shi

asu+a

k. % (chemical)
hua xué
asu+o

W [ (ellipse)

tud yuan

as u + ai, like why

B¢ %) (monster)

guai wu

as u + ei, like wage

i & (round)
hui hé

as u + an

B\ (team)

tuan dui

B K (tomorrow)

ming tian

7% %5 (poor)

pin gidng

2% (mother)

mu qgin

il X (wind)

gua féeng

B8 35 (mvoe)

nuo6 dong

R # (express)

kuai su

L # (strong)

kui wu

& M7 (aircraft)

fei chuan

¥ 35 (will)

jiang yao

T (quiet)

ning jing

bt % (brother)

xiong di

% 71 (work hard)

nu li

% ¥ (praise)

kua jiang

12 %] (screw)

lué ding

it/ (good/bad)

hao/huai

M (rule)

gui ding

W B (warm)

WEN nuan
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asu + en
uen i ¥ (temperature) % % (wheel) i BX (dolphin)
wén du ché Iun hai tan

as u + ang, like want
uang £ F (Zhuangzi) X % (even number) F (window)
zhuang zi shuang shu chuang hu

as u + eng, like win

ueng #% (old man) % (earthen jar)
weéng weng

Lesson 7. Finals _ U Ge Uan Un

To get this sound, say "ee" with rounded lips
U % i (English) % /% (man/women) &k {4, (green)
ying yu nan /nl It sé
as U + é&; the u is short and light
ue 2 2 (learn) # g (Vietnam) fify s (indeed)
Xué xi yueé nan que shi

asu+ é+ n;

uan 7 @ (gardon) # B9 (cuckoo) St 7K (spring water)
hua yuan du juan quan shui
asiu+n
UnNn % (pregnant) ] 7 (ask) W T (skirt)

huai yun xUn wen qun zi
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